Developmental milestones in:

Language
& Literacy K

Did you know that 90% of the brain is
developed before the age of 5 years old?

These literacy milestones will help you
track your child's progress towards
kindergarten readiness during the
6-12 months stage.

Future Ready Five



Language & Literacy K

For your child:

Children will begin to achieve important milestones in their physical, cognitive, and social development. In terms of Language &
Literacy, they start to understand cause and effect, recognize familiar faces and objects, and communicate through babbling and
other sounds. Monitoring these developmental standards can ensure a child is growing and developing in a healthy and age-
appropriate way.

See below to better understand how your child is developing and if they are on the right track for future success.

6-12 Months

STANDARD MILESTONE EXAMPLES

Develops and expands
understanding of
vocabulary and concepts

Engages in back and forth Gestures with arms and smiles with caregiver during “peekaboo”
interactions with caregiver Waves in response to an adult waving and saying “bye”

Communicates using
increasingly complex
language

Makes vowel and consonant

. Says “ahh,” “baba,” or “mama”

Gestures with arms and smiles with a caregiver during
“peekaboo”
Engages in back and forth Babbles and wiggles to get caregiver's attention and to keep the
interactions with caregiver interaction going
Imitates caregiver smacking lips and takes turns making the
sound

Participates in conversations
with increasing application of
turn-taking skills

Soothes to a lullaby or familiar voice

Develops comprehension q ; . .
Pays attention to language Smiles, coos, or wiggles when caregiver talks to them

of read-aloud texts

Develops awareness of Vocalizes sounds Coos “ahh, 000” when spoken to and babbles “ba, ba, ba”
syllables in spoken words Imitates speech sounds /p/, /m/, bbbbb

Develops awareness of initial
sounds and parts of words in Vocalizes sounds
spoken language

Squeals and babbles “ba, ba, ba”
Imitates speech sounds /p/, /m/, bbbbb

Makes or imitates play sounds like “vroom” for a car or a “kiss"
Develops understanding Vocalizes sounds sound when kissing a doll
of rhyme Babbles “ba, ba, ba”

Claps hands in response to caregiver clapping

Develops knowledge of print Demonstrates interest

organization " Attends to a shared book reading

Draws and writes using
increasingly sophisticated

grasp

Transfers objects from

Transfers a music shaker from one hand to the other
one hand to the other

*The Ohio Early Learning and Development Standards (OELDS) reflect knowledge and skills fundamental for kindergarten readiness starting in infancy. These language and
literacy standards expand upon the areas of language, reading, and writing from the 2022 OELDS.




