Language
& Literacy K

Did you know that 90% of the brain is
developed before the age of 5 years old?

These literacy milestones will help you
track your child's progress towards
kindergarten readiness during the
48-60 months stage.

\

L

.
\

K

READY to THRIVE



Language & Literacy K

For your child:

At this time, children continue to undergo great developmental changes. Your child will become more inquisitive.
They ask a lot of questions and want to explore the world around them. They can count, recognize letters, and
read simple words. This concludes the developmental continuum for O to 5 years old as defined by the OELDS.

See below to better understand how your child is developing and if they are on the right track for future success.

48-60 Months

STANDARD MILESTONE EXAMPLES

Develops and expands
understanding of
vocabulary and concepts

Communicates using
increasingly complex
language

Participates in
conversations with
increasing application
of turn-taking skills

Develops comprehension
of read-aloud texts

Develops awareness
of syllables in spoken
words

Develops awareness of
initial sounds and parts
of words in spoken
language

Develops understanding
of rhyme

Develops knowledge
of print organization

Develops knowledge
of the alphabet

Draws and writes
using increasingly
sophisticated grasp

Demonstrates understanding
of categories of words (nouns,
verbs, adjectives, pronouns,
prepositions) and relationships
between word meanings

Communicates using sentences
that include the following
components: subject, verb,
object, descriptive words, and
prepositions

Follows typical patterns when
communicating with others

Demonstrates understanding of
a read-aloud text by answering
inferential questions

Blends and segments syllables
in spoken words

Blends and segments onset
and rime in single-syllable
spoken word

Identifies rhyming words

Demonstrates understanding
of book and print organization
in nonfiction and fiction books

Identifies and name
18 uppercase and 15
lowercase letters

Prints letters of own name with
letter approximations and some
actual letters using a stable
three-finger grasp

Gathers a firetruck, car, and a motorcycle when the teacher
suggests they might put some vehicles in the block city
Comments to the teacher when a song instructs to march,
“Marching is like walking with high knees”

When given a picture, describes the image: “the black dog
is running around the house”

Tells about who and what they played with in the dramatic
play center

Takes a turn in a conversation by answering a question when
asked, and then asking a question in return

Continues a conversation though multiple exchanges, staying on
topic

Responds, “He felt sad,” when teacher asks, “How did the little
pig feel when the wolf blew down his house?”

Responds, “They didn’t have any glue,” when asked why they
couldn’t put Humpty Dumpty back together

Blends syllables to say the word “table” after the teacher says it
in two parts, “ta-ble”

Says “foot and ball” after the teacher says “what are the two
parts of word football”
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Says “cup” after teacher prompts “//c/ - up: what’s the word?”
Segments the word top into two parts saying “/t/ - op”

Says /c/ in response to prompt, “What’s the first sound in car?”
Then says /ar/ when asked for the last sound. Then says “/c/ - ar”
when asked to say the word in two parts

Gives thumbs up when asked if "bat" and "cat" rhyme
Points to "cake" and "rake" pictures when given three options
and asked to pick the rhyming ones

Looks in nonfiction book to identify an insect found outside
Moves pointer from left to right over words in a big book while
teacher is reading the story

Points to and says the names of letters in environmental print

Holds writing tool with stable three-finger grasp and writes name
using some letter approximations on a picture
Copies the word “stop” from a stop sign they see on the door

*The Ohio Early Learning and Development Standards (OELDS) reflect knowledge and skills fundamental for kindergarten readiness starting in infancy. These
language and literacy standards expand upon the areas of language, reading, and writing from the 2022 OELDS.




