Developmental milestones in:

Language
& Literacy K

Did you know that 90% of the brain is
developed before the age of 5 years old?

These literacy milestones will help you
track your child's progress towards
kindergarten readiness during the

24-36 months stage.

Future Ready Five




Language & Literacy K

For your child:

At this stage, children are curious and eager to learn. They have an increased ability to understand and use language to
communicate more effectively. Social and emotional development is also an important aspect of this phase. They become
more aware of their emotions and learn to express themselves verbally.

See below to better understand how your child is developing and if they are on the right track for future success.

24-36 Months

STANDARD MILESTONE EXAMPLES

) ) Points to and names different vehicles while looking at a book
Demonstrates interest in new about transportation, then asks, “What’s that?” pointing to an
vocabulary and uses new words unknown vehicle

Develops and expands
understanding of
vocabulary and concepts

Communicates using Communicates using simple

increasingly complex three and four word phrases or

language sentences to express complex Asks, “Where is lunch?” and says, “Mommy not home”
ideas or requests

Says, "I have a black kitty" after seeing a photo of a cat

Says “please” and “thank you” appropriately when
communicating with caregiver or peer

Uses a higher tone and slows pace of communication with a
younger classmate while helping them solve a puzzle

Quiets voice to a whisper when noticing a classmate is sleeping

Participates in Participates in and initiates
conversations with communication by switching
increasing application communication skills to fit the
of turn-taking skills need of the audience

Demonstrates understanding of Says the main character in response to the teacher asking,
aread-aloud text by answering

literal questions

Develops comprehension

of read-aloud texts “Who is in the story?”

Develops awareness of Recognizes individual words that Claps for each word in a sentence
syllables in spoken words make up a spoken sentence Taps legs to the words of a story, song, or poem

Develops awareness of S ts svllables i k Claps the syllables while listening or chanting classmates’ names
initial sounds and parts of w?)grr(?sen S OPHEIEIES I SpelEh Segments the word “winter” into two parts during a language

words in spoken language activity “there is snow in the win-ter”

T Says “moo” when asked what a cow says and “neigh” when
. Distinguishes between
Develops understanding sounds that are the asked what a horse makes

of rhyme i Gives a thumbs up if asked if /s/ and /s/ are the same and gives
d diff t p g
same and ditreren a thumbs down when asked is /s/ and /b/ are the same

Orients books correctly and Turns a book right side up if upside down

9

turns pages when “reading Starts at the first page of the story and turns pages while
from beginning to end pretending to read the story to a babydoll

Develops knowledge
of print organization

Points to the letters J and N and says, “Those make my name,
Develops knowledge Recognizes first letter Ja’Quon”
of the alphabet and sound of own name Looks for the first letter of their name in an ABC book
and a few other letters Plays with magnetic letters of own name on a tray and names
some of the letters

Develops knowledge Says the names of letter by Sings the alphabet song
of the alphabet memory Repeats familiar letters

Draws and writes Scribbles and draws using
using increasingly thumb and fingers of one
sophisticated grasp hand to hold writing tool

Holds crayon with thumb and fingers of one hand (five-finger
grasp) while pretending to write own name

*The Ohio Early Learning and Development Standards (OELDS) reflect knowledge and skills fundamental for kindergarten readiness starting in infancy. These language
and literacy standards expand upon the areas of language, reading, and writing from the 2022 OELDS.




