Developmental milestones in:

Language
& Literacy K

Did you know that 90% of the brain is
developed before the age of 5 years old?

These literacy milestones will help you
track your child's progress towards
kindergarten readiness during the

18-24 months stage.

F°O

Future Ready Five




Language & Literacy K

For your child:

Children in this age range continue to make significant strides. During this stage, there are important language developments as
children begin to understand and use a wide range of words and phrases to communicate with those around them.

See below to better understand how your child is developing and if they are on the right track for future success.

18-24 Months

STANDARD MILESTONE EXAMPLES

Identifies a four-legged animal as “a dog”
When caregiver says, “That’s not a dog, that’s a cow," the child

repeats “cow”

Develops and expands
understanding of
vocabulary and concepts

Notices an unfamiliar word

Communicates using
increasingly complex
language

Combines words into simple

two-word phrases Says, "Mommy work," "my toy," "dog run"

Participates in
conversations with
increasing application
of turn-taking skills

Participates in and initiates
basic communications with
family members or others
who are familiar

Looks to adult, points to jacket, and says “on”

Points to a picture of a dog and makes a barking noise or

says “doggie”

Finishes a repeated sentence when an adult reads a familiar book
Asks to sing their favorite song and claps when singing

Develops comprehension
of read-aloud texts

Participates in book reading,
storytelling, and singing

Develops awareness of
syllables in spoken words

Develops awareness of
initial sounds and parts of
words in spoken language

Develops understanding

of rhyme

Develops knowledge
of print organization

Develops knowledge
of the alphabet

Draws and writes
using increasingly
sophisticated grasp

Draws and writes
using increasingly
sophisticated grasp

Uses spoken words with
meaning in phrases

Uses spoken words with
meaning in phrases

Recognizes familiar
environmental sounds

Shows an understanding
of book covers by self-
selecting books to explore
independently

Notices when caregiver
points to print

Holds object with one hand
while the other
manipulates the object

Makes marks and
scribbles using a fist to
hold writing tools against
the palm of their hand

Says, “blue car,” or “I'm thirsty”

Says, "blue car," or "I'm thirsty"

Says, “fire truck,” when a fire truck passes nearby
Says, “clean-up time,” when the transition song is played

Picks up a book with dog pictures on the cover and sets it back
down; picks up another book with trucks on the cover and takes it
to read

Pats the pages of the book as caregiver reads and points to words
Visually tracks teacher’s finger when the teacher is pointing to the
print while reading

Holds a board book and turns a page
Holds a box with one hand and reaches inside with the other hand

Uses a crayon to make marks on a piece of paper

*The Ohio Early Learning and Development Standards (OELDS) reflect knowledge and skills fundamental for kindergarten readiness starting in infancy. These language
and literacy standards expand upon the areas of language, reading, and writing from the 2022 OELDS.




