Developmental milestones in:

Language
& Literacy K

Did you know that 90% of the brain is
developed before the age of 5 years old?

These literacy milestones will help you
track your child's progress towards
kindergarten readiness during the
12-18 months stage.

F°S

Future Ready Five




Language & Literacy K

For your child:

Children are at an exciting stage of development during this time. A child in this age range may achieve walking independently,
saying their first words, and engaging in more complex play activities. It is important for caregivers to be aware of these
milestones so that they can provide appropriate support and encouragement to help children reach their full potential.

See below to better understand how your child is developing and if they are on the right track for future success.

12-18 Months

STANDARD MILESTONE EXAMPLES

Finds a toy truck in a bin when asked

Connects words Points to a picture of a cat and says or signs “cat” when reading with
with objects caregiver

Develops and expands
understanding of
vocabulary and concepts

Nods head “yes”

Says “more” while eating or drinking
Reaches arms up and says “up” when wants to be picked up

Communicates
using increasingly
complex language

Communicates
purposefully using single
words and gestures

Participates in

and initiates basic Tugs on caregiver's clothing to indicate they want a caregiver to look
communications with at them

family members or Looks to adult, points to jacket, and says “on”

others who are familiar

Participates in
conversations with
increasing application
of turn-taking skills

Looks at a book and helps turn the pages while listening to the
caregiver read

Makes hand motions while ending with caregiver singing “The Wheels
on the Bus”

Shows interest in
books, pictures,
songs, and rhymes

Develops comprehension
of read-aloud texts

Develops awareness of
syllables in spoken words

Develops awareness of
initial sounds and parts of
words in spoken language

Develops knowledge
of print organization

Develops knowledge
of the alphabet

Draws and writes using
increasingly
sophisticated grasp

Imitates and uses
single words

Engages in back-and-
forth interactions
with caregiver

Selects books for
an adult to read

Notices when adult
points to print

Transfers objects from
one hand to the other

Says “mama” when caregiver says, “say mama”
Uses the sign for help to tell the adult they need “help”
Points to a picture of a cup to indicate they are thirsty

Imitates caregiver smacking lips and takes turn making the sound
Claps hands in response to caregiver clapping, pauses, and claps
again

Points to preferred book when offered a choice between two
Brings book to caregiver to read

Pats the pages of the book as caregiver reads and points to words
Visually tracks teacher’s finger when the teacher is pointing to the
print while reading

Transfers a music shaker from one hand to the other

*The Ohio Early Learning and Development Standards (OELDS) reflect knowledge and skills fundamental for kindergarten readiness starting in infancy. These language
and literacy standards expand upon the areas of language, reading, and writing from the 2022 OELDS.




