Developmental milestones in:

Language
& Literacy K

Did you know that 90% of the brain is
developed before the age of 5 years old?

These literacy milestones will help you
track your child's progress towards
kindergarten readiness during the

0-6 months stage.

F'O

Future Ready Five




Language & Literacy K

For your child:

During the first six months of life, infants undergo rapid developmental changes as they learn to adapt and interact with their
environment. They will begin to communicate through cooing, babbling, and making facial expressions. Infants develop social
skills by engaging in eye contact and responding to people around them. These developmental milestones provide a foundation
for future growth and learning.

See below to better understand how your child is developing and if they are on the right track for future success.

0-6 Months

STANDARD MILESTONE EXAMPLES

Develops and expands
understanding of
vocabulary and concepts

Communicates using
increasingly complex
language

Participates in conversations
with increasing application
of turn-taking skills

Develops comprehension of
read-aloud texts

Develops awareness of
syllables in spoken words

Develops awareness of initial
sounds and parts of words in
spoken language

Develops understanding
of rhyme

Develops knowledge of print
organization

Pays attention to language

Expresses needs and
feelings in a variety of ways

Directs attention to
caregiver's communication

Pays attention to language

Pays attention to language

Pays attention to language

Pays attention to language

Demonstrates interest
in books

Smiles, coos, or wiggles when caregiver talks to them
Gazes at caregiver who is reading or singing

Cries differently when wet, hungry, or when needing comfort
Uses different sounds to express contentment: coos,
gurgles, laughs

Quiets or smiles when caregiver talks
Turns to look at caregiver who is talking or playing with them

Soothes to a lullaby or familiar voice
Smiles, coos, or wiggles when caregiver talks to them

Stops or starts sucking in response to a sound while feeding
Turns to look at caregiver who is talking. Moves arms and
legs to music

Looks at caregivers' mouth when they speak

Listens to caregiver talking, singing, or making silly sounds
Notices that a rattle makes sounds then shakes the rattle to
make the sound again

Turns to look at caregiver who is talking
Moves arms and legs to music

Touches, mouths, and looks at books

*The Ohio Early Learning and Development Standards (OELDS) reflect knowledge and skills fundamental for kindergarten readiness starting in infancy. These language and literacy standards
expand upon the areas of language, reading, and writing from the 2022 OELDS.




